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Climate Change Pledge - Schools Media and Community Engagement Kit
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The Gould Group Climate Change Program offers your school a number of ongoing ways to engage your community.  

The Gould Group Climate Change Pledge campaign has been made user friendly with anybody able to personalise and print their certificate online. This in turn makes it easy for you to involve the broader community by providing people with a link from your school’s website to the Gould Group Climate Change web page. 

This kit provides helpful tips and templates for you to customise to make the most of your school’s participation in the Gould Group Climate Change Pledge program.
Start signing up now – visit http://www.gould.org.au/html/ClimateChangeHome.asp
Media Kit Contents

· Running your Media Launch

· VIP Invitation Template
· Media Invitation Template – Students Join International Climate Change Pledge 
· School Media Release Template – Students Set to Sign Up for Climate Change Pledge

· School Climate Change Web Page Template

Running your Media Launch 

Date: 
Time:  

Location: 
Media Contact: 

Preparing for the launch

As soon as possible: 

1. Select your launch location and time – perhaps a school assembly.

2. Invite local VIPs to attend your launch. Try to get their RSVPs in time to include them in your promotional materials including the Media Invitation and Media Release.

3. Promote the campaign and your involvement in it:
· Email all parents about the campaign including a direct link to the Gould Group Climate Change Pledge web page 
· Include a notice about the Climate Change Pledge and your launch in your school newsletter
· Invite suppliers to the official launch and print out a certificate for each of them to sign.

· Provide all school sponsors with a certificate. 

· Invite local MPs to the official launch to sign the pledge.

· Promote the climate change certificate to local businesses. 

· Contact your sister school overseas and have them take part in the launch.
The week before: 
· Customise the Media Invitation and send it to local radio, television and print media.

On the day: 
· Customise the Media Release and send it to local radio, television and print media.

· Take several photos of the official school launch to promote the event on the school’s website. When you have set up your Climate Change Pledge page, send an email to website@gould.org.au containing the link to your web page so it can be listed on the Gould Group website.  

Suggested launch format

Display the pledge wording prominently on a poster or projection.

Students and guests take the pledge verbally.

Students and VIPs then print and sign their personalised pledge certificates. Note that printing certificates for all the children will take some time so we suggest that you commence printing certificates prior to the launch. Colour printing is ideal if available.

The launch program could include a short speech by a VIP - Local Mayor, MP, Community Leader, who would then print out a certificate and sign it with the children after taking the pledge verbally. 

Photo Opportunities
Children and VIP signing the Pledge; students at computer printing out the pledge on screen with spectators; students holding their pledges close to their faces.  

Students Join International Climate Change Pledge
Special Invitation
Dear 
We have great pleasure in inviting you to attend the official launch of the …………………… School Climate Change Pledge program. 
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Time: 

Date:   

Address:  

Yours sincerely 

School Principal 

The Gould Group Climate Change Pledge

"My pledge is to contribute to the sustainable use of the earth's resources to reduce the impact of climate change from my actions.

I promise to keep the world beautiful by keeping its soil, water and air clean and free from litter.

I promise to reduce my waste, energy and water use.

I promise to care for the environment - its wildlife, plants and animals and encourage others to do the same." 

Visit www.gould.org.au  for more details 

Media Invitation 

Students Join International Climate Change Pledge  
Date: 

Time: 

Location: 
Media Contact: 

Students from ………………… School will join tens of thousands of other school children across Australia and around the world online to sign their own personalised Gould Group Climate Change certificate. 

The Gould Group Climate Change Pledge

"My pledge is to contribute to the sustainable use of the earth's resources to reduce the impact of climate change from my actions.

I promise to keep the world beautiful by keeping its soil, water and air clean and free from litter.

I promise to reduce my waste, energy and water use.

I promise to care for the environment - its wildlife, plants and animals and encourage others to do the same." 

Visit www.gould.org.au for more details 

Media Release

Students Set to Sign Up for Climate Change Pledge
Students from ……………………School will personalise their own climate change pledge online today as part of an international environmental initiative being launched by Gould Group, Australia’s foremost environmental education organisation. 

………………………………… Principal of …………………………… School said, “The Climate Change Pledge is aimed at providing children and parents a simple and positive way to participate in the climate change discussion with the personalised online pledges being printed out and taken home for display. 

“We will also be promoting the pledge to the wider community by providing a link from the school’s website to the online Gould Group Climate Change Pledge.” 

The Gould Group Climate Change Pledge

"My pledge is to contribute to the sustainable use of the earth's resources to reduce the impact of climate change from my actions.
I promise to keep the world beautiful by keeping its soil, water and air clean and free from litter.
I promise to reduce my waste, energy and water use.
I promise to care for the environment - its wildlife, plants and animals and encourage others to do the same." 

The Gould Group online Climate Change Pledge education and awareness program will be launched at 11.00am on Tuesday 31st July on the internet across Australia and around the world. 

Media Enquiries:
……………………Principal ……………………School Tel: ………………………
Ann-Maree Colborne CEO Gould Group Mobile: 0412 123 894 
Join the International Climate Change Pledge Program today  
Our school is part of Gould Group’s International Climate Change Pledge Program. We invite you to join us!

Sign up to reduce the impact of Climate Change and receive your very own Gould Group Climate Change Pledge Certificate - FREE!

Your free certificate features:

· beautiful full colour design 

· personalised with your name 

· a unique pledge identification number 

· date 

· a place for you to sign your pledge 

The Gould Group Climate Change Pledge

"My pledge is to contribute to the sustainable use of the earth's resources to reduce the impact of climate change from my actions.

I promise to keep the world beautiful by keeping its soil, water and air clean and free from litter.

I promise to reduce my waste, energy and water use.

I promise to care for the environment - its wildlife, plants and animals and encourage others to do the same." 

Sign the pledge now!

<link to http://www.gould.org.au/html/ClimateChangeHome.asp>
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